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MOIITHLY  FOOD  SUPPLY  REPORT  -  AUGUST  1916 


The  August  survey  of  the  adequacy  of  food  supplies  indicated  that  supplies  of  some 
of  the  najor  food  coinncdities  continued  to  be  insufficient  to  neet  demands  generallj 
throughout  the  country,    nov.'ever,  butter  and  meat  supplies  shov.-ed  considerable  im- 
proveiaent,  as  compared  to  the  situation  last  month.    During  early  July  a  large 
proportion  of  the  reporting  areas  indicated  that  these  items  were  scarce,  but  by 
early  Augi^t  the  situation  had  reversed  itself  and  nearly  as  large  a  proportion  of 
the  reporting  areas  indicated  adequate  supplies  of  these  commodities.    The  list  of 
comriodities  ivhich  v;ero  reported  generally  adequate  during  early  August  is  as  follo-ve 
canned  orange  and  grapefruit  juice,  canned  beans,  canned  peas,  frozen  snap  beane, 
frozen  spinach,  fresh  oranges,  Irish  potatoes,  cabbage,  shell  eggs,  chicken,  butter, 
beef  steaks,  roasts,  and  hamburger,  veal  steaks,  chops,  and  roasts,  lamb  steaks, 
chops,  and  roasts,  cold  cuts  and  fresh  and  frozen  fish.    Potatoes  vrere  reported 
surplus  in  a  significant  proportion  of  the  areas  in  all  regions,  and  cabbage  was 
reported  surplus  in  the  Northeast  and  Llidwest  regions.  Reports  for  other  commodities 
included  in  the  survey  reflect  that  supplies  v;ere  inadequate  to  —.ect  demands  in  one 
or  more  of  the  five  regions. 

The  202  reports  sunmarized  in  this  analysis  are  based  on  information  gathered  by 
field  representatives  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  during  the 
first  v/eek  of  August  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  committees  and  by  direct  communi- 
cation vdth  the  food  trades.    The  num.ber  of  area  reports  received  from,  each  of  the 
five  regions  is  as  f  cllovrs :    Northeast,  23;  ilidv.''est,  62;  South,  1|6;  Southv;est,  hO; 
and  '.Vest,  31. 

The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.    Part  I  is  a  narrative 
summary  of  the  month's  dev jlopm.j::ts.    Part  II  sets  forth  percentage  figures  for 
each  region,  dividing  comjnodities  into  three  groups:  generally  scarce,  generally 
adequate,  and  unbalanced.    It  must  be  remembered  that  those  percentages  are  based 
on  the  number  of  areas  reporting  the  situation,  rather  than  on  quantitative  m.oasures. 
Furthermore,  eacli  area  report  is  given  equal  weight  in  computing  regional  and  U.3, 
totals.    Thus,  shortage  situations  or  differences  among  regions  miay  be  exaggerated. 
Part  III  shows  the  food  availability  in  29  selected  localities, 

Tho  three  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined  as 
f  ollov/s : 

Scarce:  Supply  less  than  three-quarters  of  curr^^nt  demand. 

Adequate:        Supply  more  than  three-quart^^-rs  of  current  demand 
but  not  suf fici.jntly  in  excess  of  such  demand  to 
cause  excessive  inventories. 

Surplus:         Ablo  to  obtain  supplies  in  quart  titles  greater  than 
demand.    Inventories  heavy  and  rapidly  becoming, 
excessive  in  viijw  of  current  level  of  demai  d. 


PART  I    -    rtPBCJJACY  OF  FOOL  SUPPLiaS 
Fruits  and  Vegcjt&bles; 

Canned  Fmits ;    Shov/ing  little-  change  fror.  the  previous  nonth,  the  supolies  of 
ca>ined  fraits  continued  scares  in  relation  to  the  demand  in  practicall?/-  all  re- 
porting ar^as.     Canned  pineapple  v.'as  scarce  in  all  reporting  areas,  canjned  pears 
and  fruit  cocktail  in  99  p&r  cent,  and  canned  poaches  in  96  rer  cert  cf  all  re- 
porting areas. 

Canned  Juices;    Supplies  of  grapofi^it  juice,  orange  Juice  and  orange-graoefruit 
blended  juices  ivere  S'.ifficiant  to  meet  the  demand  in  99,  97,  and  97  per  cant, 
respectively,  of  the  reporting  areas.    Tomato  juice  vrcis  reported  scarce  in  kQ  par  .  i 
cent  and  pineapple  juice  in  99  p-'r  c^i^nt  of  the  areas  durinsr. tht;  current  month.  • 

Canned  Vegotabl.jo;    Th^  supply  situation  for  canned  vegetables  has  improved  slightly 
since  early  July.    For  the  country  as  a  -Adiole,  canned  green  beans"  v/ere  adequate  or 
surplus  in  8[|  p'jr  cent  of  all  r^^rorting  areas  in  August,    riov.'ever,  supplies  were 
adequate  in  only  58  per  c.nt  ci  thu  ar^as  in  thu  ;<est.    Caniied  peas  were  generally 
adequate  in  most  areas;  82  per  cdnt  of  the  areas  reported  tnem  as  general ty  adequate 
or  surplus  for  early  August  as  compared  to  72  per  cent  a  m.onth  ago.    Canned  corn 
was  reported  scarce  in  6L  per  cj.it  of  th>j  aiv.as  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  and 
canned  tonatocs  in  92  per  cent. 

Frozen  Foods;    Supplies  of  frozen  fruits  continued  to  be  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demand  in  all  regions  during  early  Au  -ust.    Ha-rever,  some  imiprovemLnt  vras  re:)orted 
for  each  of  t?ie  three  major  kinds.    Frozen  apricots  •7ere  scarce  in  50  per  cent  of 
the  reporting  ar^as  as  compared  to  61;  per  ca'.t  during  early  July,    Tl-te  corresponding 
percentages  wer-  h9  and  6h  for  frozen  peaches  and  71^  and  83  for  frozen  strawberries. 
There  was  some  im^provaient  in  the  supply-demand  situation  for  froz-.in  vegetable  s 
from  the  past  month.    Frozen  snap  beans,  peas,  cut  com,  and  spinach  vrere  generally 
adequate  throughout  all  regions.    Frozen  lima  beans  ":ere  scarce  in  72  per  cent  of 
the  reporting  areas. 

Dried  Foods ;    For  the  country  as      v:hole,  the  siipnly.  of  dried  prunes  vias  meeting 
the  demand  in  77  p-r  coit  of  the  reporting  areas.    Raisin  supplies  v/ere  meeting 
the  demand  in  only  Ii3  per  cent  of  the  areas  reporting.    The  acute  shorts ge  of  dry 
beans  continued  rlth  81;  per  Cijat  of  tlie  areas  reporting  themi  scarce  for  the  current 
period. 

Fresh  Foods;    Surplus  supplies  of  Irish  potatoes  v^rore  reported  in  2ii  per  cent  of 
the  areas  during  early  August,  the  sam.e  as  a  month  ago.    Significant  surpluses' 
virere  reported  in  all  regions  mth  tho  proportion  of  areas  reporting  surj:)lus  ranging 
from  16  per  c^nt  in  the  mdv.'-est  to  32  per  cent  in  th.^  Scutiwest,    Fresh  cabbage 
was  reported  surplus  in  12  per  cent  of  the  areas  for  the  country  as  a  rdicle,  with 
significant  surpluses  in  the  Northeast  and  Midv;est,    Fresh  oranges  v/ore  adequate 
or  surplus  in  95  P'-^^  cent  of  the;  r'^porting  areas. 

Meats;    The  Liupply  situation  for  m.:;ats  was  considjrably  better  in  August  than  it 
had  been  a  month  earlier.    More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas  indicated 
a.dequate  or.  surplus  supplies  of  thu  more  desireable  cuts  of  beef,  veal,  lamb,  and 
cold  cuts.    Only  cured  pork  and  canned  meats  remained  scarce  in  a  majority  of  the 
areas. 

Fish:  The  supplies  of  fresh  and  frozen  fish  were  meeting  demands  in  55  per  cent  of 
the  areas  throughout  th.e  country.    However,  canned  tiona,  canned  salm.on,  and  canned 
sardines  were  reported  scarce  in  96,  98,  and  99  per  cent,  respectively,  of  the 
reporting  areas. 


Dr.iry  Products:    3utt.jr  si.pplies  '7oro  sufficijnt  to  meet  demand  in  9h  Ovjr  cunt  of 
I'oportiiig  aror.s ,    Last  r.ontii,  only  25  por  cont  of  tho  aroas  roportad  an  adoquato 
supply,    ChouSe  (all  typ^^c)  flras  scarce  in  only  31  p^r  cjnt  of  the  areas,  as  com- 
par_;d  to  91  p-r  c  jnt  a  montli  af'C,    Evaporated  milk  was  adequate  in  69  and  surplus 
in  1  per  cuit  of  th-^  ai'cas .  '  ■ 

Fats  and  Oils ;    Fats  and  oils  continued  tc  be  extremely  scarce  during  early  August. 
Llar/^arine  v;as  scarce  in  93  per  cent  and  lard  in  b6  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas, 
v.'hii.-  shoi-tenin^;  and  salad  oils  were  acarce  in  all  reporting  areas,    Fxcept  for 
lard,  for  v.-hich  thore  v.^as  slight  improvenniat,  supplies  -verj  insufficient  to  meet 
•     -Tid  in  about  thii  sar.ie  proportion  of  areas  as  in  t:ie  previous  month. 

Soap ;      Bar  laundry  soap,  flakes  and  granules,  and.'.v/ashing  powder  continued  to  be 
c, in  practically  all,  reporting  areas, 

Su.Tai' ;    For  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  supply  of  sugar  was  meeting  ration  demands 
in  only  55  per  cent  of  th--  rjporting  areas  as  compared  to  82  per  cent  in  July, 
Thorc  rr^r-j  sharp  increases  in  the  proportion  of  areas  r^^porting  scarcity''  in  all 
regions  exc-pt  the  if/est,  v^ore  supply  ^^-as  meeting  the  demand  in  9h  per  Cv^nt  of  the 
areas  reporting, 

0th  jr  It'jr:!?;    The  supply  of  shell  eggs  and  chicken  continu  jd  to  meet  general  demand 
as  92  and  95  por  cent  respectively  of  the  areas  reported  thorn  as  adequate  or 
surplus , 

Rice  was  reported  scarce  in  96  p^r  cent  of  th(3  are;,  s  for  thv.  curroit  period  con- 
pared  to  9k  P'.r  coit  a  month  earlier.  For  the  country  as  a  vrhole,  com  meal  was 
scarce  in  75  p^r  cent  of  the  reporting  a:x;as, 

■jlioat  Flour  and  bread  v/ere  reported  as  adequate  in  66  and  85  per  c  jit  respjctively 
of  the  areas.    This  represents  a  material  improvement  from  July  wiien  86  and  76 
per  Cent,  respectively,  of  tlie  area.s  ruported  th'.jm  as  scarce. 
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Part  II  -  UATiaiiiL  AID  RLGIOIIiiL  SITUATIoil  31  CuIlIQDITILS 

FOODS  TxiAT  APuL  GLrnSRALLY  3CARCL  (A)  —  ru-portod  scarce  by  at  Liast  on^-third  of 
thu  ar^HS  in  all  fivo  regions,    IJational  figures  aru  based  on  the  actual  number  of 


areas  reporting,  and  are  not 

averag 

;es  of  the 

regional  perc„- 

ntag.js. 

Percent  Reporting  Scarce 

Supplies 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

U.S. 

N.  E. 

M.  17. 

S. 

S  .  . 
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97 
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96 
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87 
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97 
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100 

100 
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70 

53 
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68 
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92 
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1 
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Frozen  Peaches 

h9 

65 

\xh 

51 

51 

13 

Frozen  Strawberries 

7I.L 

70 

19 

72 
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69 
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57 

70 
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\x9 

80 
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96 

82 

80 

82 
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Meats,  Fi.sh,  Dairy  Products 

Fats  and  Oi]s 

Pork:  Ham  Si  Shoulder,  Cured 

72 

78 

65 

67 

79 

83 
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59 

■  57 

50 

59 

11 

60 
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65 

75 

89 
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Salad  Oils 
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100 

100 

100 

100 

100 
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Soap:    Bar  Laundry 
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Flakes  &  Granules 
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96 
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97 

96 
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75 
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6U 

55 

69 
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yOfZo  T'AL  kKFj  ^■:l,':ALZj±  ^E'^IUATIj  (B)— ro.jorted  in  sdoquate  or  rurplus  supplj'  by 
njTj  th'.n  v.-.-o -thirds  of  tac  aro:is  in  all  iive  ref;ior£,    Pcrcontr.rreR  starred  in- 
clude IJ     !r  cant  or  more  "surplus"  re^ocrtsj  thocv2  double-starrod  include  2$  p.^r 
c  -i.t  c  ,    I-".? tiojic.l' fifi-,r'^&  arc  oafod  on  tho  actual  nunibor  of  areas  reporting 

and  r.y  J  .  0  .  aV'-r-..rGs  of  tno  rofional  p .  rc  jntaj-oT, 
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FCGDS  TilkT  AhE  urDnLnl'CLD  (U)  —  reported  adequate  or  surplus  in  more  than  t^TO- 
thirds  cf  the  areas  ir;  or;,'  ":o  four  rerioi-.s,  scare    in  other  rofr,ions.  National 
fiin-'.r'=s  ar^;!  based  on  t.io  actx.cl  number  of  ar'eas  rcportinp,  and  are  not  averages  of 
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